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1.  Recognition  of  Protend  concerning  entrance  of  E'ingary 
into  Three  Fowev  Treaty  between  I'rpan,  Germany  end  Italy. 


3.  Recognition  of  Protocol  concerning  entrance  of  Romania 
into  Three  Power  Treaty  between  JY-nan,  Germany  and  Italy. 

3.  Recognition  of  Protocol  concerning  entrance  of  Slovakia 
into  T'nree  ?o**er  Treaty  between  Janan,  Romany  and  Italy. 


4.  Revision  of  the  Ceremonial  Law. 

5.  Spocial  appointment  of  censors  of  the  Hone  Ministry. 
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Meeting  cnens  at 


Present »- 


Ministers : 


Councillors i- 


HECC  HD  OF  TPZ  IZETim  r?  T.?B  PHTTY  COUNCIL 
10120  A.K. ,  Wednesday,  December  10,  1940 
Els  Imperial  Mpjeoty  Enters 


President  HiEA 

Vic>^res  liens  SUL';/ 1 


Prime  Minirter  EONOYS  (N°» 

Vulfare  Miriuter  ZANTNITSU  ^ 

0vvrse«i3  Minister  AKITA  (No. 

Vft.r  Minister  TWO  (lo.  8) 

Foreign  Minister  KATPU0K1  (N°*  9) 

Education  Kiniflter  EOSHU'A  (A«o.  10) 

Corariorce  &  Indus  cry  "..lnlstor  KtEA;;»SHI  (No.  ll) 

Finance  Minister  KAXaDA  (No*  12) 

Horae  Minister  YAS’Jl  (No.  13) 

Justine  Minister  AAJAifI  (No.  14) 

Comuuni cat  ions  Minister  KU3ATA  (No.  15) 

Agriculture  <&  Forestry  Minister  ISEIGU3Q  (No.  16) 

Navy  Minicter  OIZANA  (No,  17) 

Railways  Minister  OGAWA  (No.  18) 

Councillor  ZAWAI  (No.  2l) 

Councillor  ISEII  (No.  22) 

Councillor  ARIMA  (no.  23) 

Councillor  KUBOTA  (No.  24) 

Councillor  ISHIZUKA  (no.  25) 

Councillor  SHIMIZU  (No.  26) 

Councillor  MIliAXI  (No.  27) 

Councillor  NAHA  (No.  23) 

Councillor  AEAKI  (No*  29) 

Councillor  K&TStTI  (No.  30) 

Councillor  SUGA.WARA  (no.  3i) 

Councillor  MATSUURA  (no.  o2) 

Councillor  U3HIC  (l*o.  33) 

Councillor  HA GAS  El  (no.  34) 

Councillor  F13CAI  (no.  35) 

Councillor  FCTAC-AMI  (No.  36) 

Councillor  MANO  (no.  37) 

Councillor  OSEIMA  (No.  38) 

Councillor  CBATA  (no.  39) 

Councillor  TAKEXASHI  (No.  40) 

Councillor  M1TSUCHI  (N3.  4l) 
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Absentl- 


Imperial  Princes 

Prince  YAS’JEITO 

(No.  1) 

Prince  BOBIHITO 

(No.  2) 

Prince  TAKAEiTO 

(No.  3) 

Prince  IOTOEITO 

(No.  4) 

Councillors s- 

Councillor  KANZKO 

(No.  20) 

Delegatee  (Government  Delegates) 


Director  of  the  legislation  Bureau  MNrASE 
Councillor  of  the  legislation  3v.rea'a  MORIYAKA 

(The  above  t«o  concerning  each  Item  on  the  Agenda) 

Director  of  the  Eurooe  &  Asia  Bureau  (Foreign  Ministry) 
SAKAMOTO 

Director  of  the  Treaty  Bureau  (Foreign  Ministry)  MAfSUUOTO 
The  above  tvo  concerning  Items  1,  2  and  3 

President  of  the  Board  of  Decorations  SEKO 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Decorations  MDRATA 
(The  above  t"0  concerning  Iter  4) 

Director  of  the  Polia  Bureau  (Hone  Ministry)  FUJIWARA 
(The  above  concerning  Item  5) 

f 

Reporting  memberl- 

Chief  Secretary  E0HH5 

Secretarlts;- 

Secretary  MOROEASHI 
Secretary  TAZATSUJI 


President  (KARA) 

The  meeting  is  called  to  order. 

I  submit  the  following  three  items  together  as  the  subject  for 
die cubs lont- 

1)  Recognition  of  Protocol  concerning  entrance  of  Hungary 
into  Three  Power  Treaty  between  Japan.  Germany  and  Italy. 

2)  Recognition  of  Protocol  concerning  entrance  of  Romania 
into  Three  Power  Treaty  between  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy. 
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3)  Recognition  of  Protocol  concerning  entrance  of  Slova’cia 
into  Three  Power  Treaty  between  Jauan,  Germany  end  Itply. 

According  to  precedent,  v«  r>:all  c'lepenee  with  the  Readings,  restrict 
ourBelveo  to  the  min  pmnto  cf  the  till,  edit  the  rending  and.  irvucdietely 
call  for  the  report  of  the  investigation. 

Reporting  Heater  (HCRIE) 

Respectfully  investigat  ing  these  thr ’9  items,  I  beg  to  state  the 
following:- 

Soon  after  the  signing  of  the  Txee  ?'.ver  Treaty  botween  Jaoan, 

Germany  and  Italy,  on  September  27th  of  this  year  at  Eerllu,  the  Ceman 
Government  conveyed  to  the  Imperial  O'nparese  Governmert  their  dosire  that 
Hungary  be  allowed  to  enter  the  above,  mentioned  Three  Power  Pact,  end  asked 
for  our  opinion.  Therefore,  the  Imperial  Japanese  Government  replied  that 
it  had  no  objections,  Following  this,  the  German  Government  shoved  ve  the 
draft  of  the  Protocol  concerning  Hungary's  entrance  into  the  above-mentioned 
treaty,  and  noreover  told  us  on  this  occasion  that  it  desired  the  early 
realisation  of  this  because  of  the  European  situation.  Next  the  German 
Government  told  us  it  desired  the  entrance  of  Romania  and  Slovakia  into  the 
above-mentioned  treaty,  that  ithoped  for  the  realization  of  this  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  as  before  asked  for  our  consent.  Therefore,  the  Imperial 
Japanese  Government  transmitted  its  consent  to  the  draft  of  the  Protocol, 
and  at  the  sane  tine,  granted  the  desire  of  the  German  Government,  and  under 
the  condition  of  receiving  the  recognition  of  the  Government,  caused  our 
plenipotentiaries  to  sign  the  Protocol  for  Hungary  on  November  20th  at 
Vienna,  for  Romania  on  November  23rd  and  for  Slovakia  on  November  24th,  both 
at  Berlin. 

The  form  and  contents  of  the  three  Protocols  are  completely 
identical.  They  are  composed  of  three  exticles.  Japan,  Germany  and  Itely 
are  the  contracting  powers  cu  one  side  while  on  the  other  side  the  contracting 
powers  are  Hungary,  Romania,  and  Slovakia  es  the  case  may  be.  Between 
these  two  contracting  powers,  tho  following  pointe  are  agreed  upon* 

l)  Hungary,  Romania  and  Slovakia  are  to  Join  the  Three  Power  'Treaty 
between  Jeoan,  Germany  and  Italy  signed  at  Berlin  on  Sentember  27,  1940. 

Hungary,  Romania  pnd  Slovakia  nay  cause  their  representatives 
to  participate  in  the  mixed  commissions  provided  for  in  Article  4  of  the 
above-mentioned  treaty  whenever  problems  concerning  the  interests  of  these 
three  countries  are  discussed  by  the  Commissions. 

The  main  body  of  above-mentioned  treaty  is  to  be  appended 
to  the  Protocol  as  a  Supplement.  The  Protocol  *dll  he  drawn  up  in  Japanese, 

German  and  Italian  and  Hungarian,  Romanian  arvi  Slovakian  as  the  case  may  be. 

Each  of  these  texts  "ill  be  considered  official. 
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Jy  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty  Eungary,  Boraonia  and  Slovakia 
recognize  the  leading  position  of  Germany  and  Italy  in  Europe  and  the  load¬ 
ing  position  of  Japan  in  Greater  East  Asia,  ar.d  will  aleo  cooperate  with 
Japan.)  Germany  and  Italy  in  making  offortc  for  the  constmction  of  a  new 
world  order.  The  six  countries  of  Japan,  Germany,  Italy,  E-angary,  Bonania 
and  Slovakia  have  pledged  each  other  that  if  any  one  of  them  is  attacked  by 
a  country  not  at  present  involved  in  either  the  European  var  or  the  Sino- 
Jananese  hostilities,  the  six  countries  will  aid  each  other  with  all  possible 
means,  end  that  these  points  >411  hove  no  influence  on  the  existing  political 
situation  between  each  of  these  countries  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

We  believe  that  the  throe  items  under  consideration  are  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  principles  of  the  preamble  of  tv.e  Three  ?o’-e.r  Treaty  previously 
concluded  between  Japan,  Germany  p.oi  ItUjy  that  in  order  that  Hungary, 

Bonania,  {fid  Slovakia  might  Join  the  treaty  the  interested  countries  have 
decided  to  conclude  an  agreement  in  the  form  of  a  protocol,  and  that  this 
will  be  of  servico  in  strengthening  the  Japan-  Gemary-Italy  Axis  and  in 
realizing  the  final  purpose  of  the  Three  Power  Treaty.  For  these  reasons 
the  conclusion  of  this  agreement  may  be  called  an  opportune  step,  and  its 
articles  may  also  be  recognized  as  presenting  no  difficulties.  Thus  we 
consider  that  each  of  these  three  itens  should  be  passed  as  they  stand. 

The  above  ic  a  respectful  report  on  the  results  of  the  investigation. 
No.  36  (FUTAKAMI) 

The  protocols  under  consideration  will  expand  the  Three  Power 
Treaty  between  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy,  and  are  a  very  serious  matter 
because  circumstances  may  arise  in  which  our  country  will  bear  the  duty  of 
giving  military  aid  to  Hungary,  Bonania,  and  Slovakia  and  of  going  to  war 
for  them.  Therefore,  I  wish  to  ask  two  or  three  questions.  First,  in  vhat 
position  are  these  three  countries  to  ent~r  the  Three  Power  Treaty!  That  is, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  entrnneo  in  these  protocols?  As  there  are 
no  special  stipulations  concerning  the  Three  Power  Treaty  other  than  the 
article  regarding  the  Mixed  Technical  Commission  in  the  protocols,  we  nay 
consider  the  above-mentioned  three  countries  have  the  same  rights  and  duties 
as  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  a6  far  as  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  are 
concerned.  In  that  cane,  regarding  the  second  article  of  the  treaty,  Germany, 
Italy,  Hungary  and  the  other  two  countries  in  Europe?  Since  the  chief  object 
of  the  Three  Power  Trea,ty  is  to  establish  the  two  great  co-prosperity  spheres 
of  Europe  and  Greater  East  Asia,  is  it  not  right  to  understand  it  in  the  above- 
mentioned  manner? 

Delegate  (MATSUMOTO) 

The  Honorable  Councillor’s  theorty  concerning  Article  2  of  the  Three 
Power  Treaty  is  correct,  but  as  to  Article  1,  our  country  does  not  recognize 
the  position  of  Germany,  Italy,  Hungary  and  the  other  two  countries  in 
Europe;  our  country  and  Hungary  and  the  other  two  countries  recognize  tho 
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tho  loading  position  ofGernany  and  Itely  In  Europe*  In  other  words,  «e  under¬ 
stand  that  Bunstvry  and  the  other  two  countries  recognise  the  leading  position 
of  Germany  and  Italy,  end  of  Japan,  In  Europe  and  Greater  East  Ac  la,  respectively. 

No.  36  (J0IAKAMI) 

Such  an  explanation  would  he  convenient  for  Germany  and  Italy,  hut 
would  not  he  convenient  for  Hungary  and  the  other  two  countries.  To  cause 
a  country  to  Join  a  treaty  in  order  to  recognise  the  leading  position  of 
another  country,  and  net  to  have  one's  own  country's  position  recognized  - 
that  is  a  very  awkward  explanation.  If  the  meaning  (of  the  protocols)  is  in- 
deod  as  tho  honorable  delegate  has  answered,  it  would  havo  been  sufficient 
sinply  to  have  said  that  (Hungary  end  the  other  two  countries)  recognise  the 
stipulations  of  Articles  1  and  2  of  the  treaty.  Next,  regarding  the  ex¬ 
planation  concerning  mutual  aid  eiuong  the  cix  countries,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy,  and  the  three  countries  who  are  parties  to  each 
of  the  protocols  under  consideration  borr  the  obligation  of  mutual  military 
assistance.  What  are  not  clear  are  the  obligations  tho  three  countries  of 
Hungary,  Romania  and  Slovakia  will  bear  between  each  other.  From  tho  form 
of  these  protocols  it  does  not  appear  there  is  any  provision  for  mutual 
assistance  between  theBe  three  countries.  I  ask  for  a  reply. 

Delegate  (MATSUMOTO) 

The  honorable  Councillor's  theory  is  correct  and  there  is 
sono  doubt  about  the  wording  of  the  protocols.  But  in  actual  practice,  since 
three  new  countries  have  Joined  the  Three  Power  Treaty  between  Japan,  Germany 
and  Italy  and  since  these  six  countries  have  entered  into  a  relationship  of 
alliance  my  interpretation  is  that  when  the  situation  stipulated  in  Article  3 
arises,  thaee  three  newly-joined  countries  also  bear  the  obligation  of 
assisting  one  another. 

No.  36  (FOTAKAMI) 

If  there  were  as  article  providing  for  admissions  in  the  Three 
Power  Treaty,  there  would  be  no  question,  but  since  there  is  none,  Hungary 
and  the  other  two  countries  became  one  of  tho  contracting  parties  in  tho 
respactive  protocols,  but  there  is  no  reason  for  tho  arising  of  any  re¬ 
lationship  between  these  three  countries.  I  believe  that  there  i3  no  reason 
for  those  who  are  not  parties  to  a  treaty  assuming  obligations.  What  is 
the  Government's  opinion? 

No.  9  (KATSUQKA) 


As  to  the  first  point  of  the  honorable  Councillor's  question,  it 
goes  without  saying  that  the  three  countries  newly  Joining  the  treaty  re¬ 
cognized  the  position  of  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  when  signing  the  protocol. 
Regarding  this  point,  I  believe  that  aside  from  the  theory  of  treaties,  as  a 
political  theory,  there  is  no  room  for  doubt,  and  as  for  the  second  point, 
there  can  also  be  no  doubt.  Since  the  fundamental  spirit  of  the  subject 
under  consideration  is  that  the  countries  party  to  this  treaty  act  as  one  in 
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Nd.  36  (rJTJUOMl) 


m  far  aa^in^™”™^  SIE*?  a*ci*re*  f*1f  »f  «»  eeneooplnlsn 
deal  with  ths  natter  poll  tlrsjly  In'e^’tfSf"  1-lh?B  ho  ”*n  “ht lefaeterlly 
regarding  tho  fom  of‘cor.el-Idi  .‘-*4.  ■  J  *°f  *AV3  a  ®tto»tjion  to  nek 
Three  Power  Treaty  between  £,* r  lr w „ eR *  -^oently,  when  the 

Council  for  deliberation  0 riv  ,■  *  ,  -  V  -cl  -  ,aly  v.3  ruoritted  to  this 
Council  as  the  f  ^  *la3ed  this 

vere  not  submitted.  lodry  for \.t"' f  ^efutr  2*1  !'n®  CTxr,fn  rad  ItQUaa  te*tB 
contents  when  these  Wc*oco*!  t  Vw  Wo  b-c'/"-fe  a'^°  of  its 

I  en  fully  a^ere  of  tha  clre'imtcPbM^of  aall*al,atloa«  Slnce 

disputing  about  thir.  hut  r  ,*  J  t  1  hpve  r‘°  lnf'6ntlo  of 

submitted  to  this  Wu  f  K\  ?tUi*  “*•  »« 

approval.  Among  the  ofi'i-irl  *ev,.T  ,  b*'fore  Rak*2g  for  tho  Imperial 
Couholl  f„r  “LL’lSr^'r^  “> 

teite  agree  with* the  offtol<a''j^,Loe“UteitJl’1To  SS'’3',1  *hat  thMe 

years  ago  there  was  i  olpn  io  »arei  a  *  u  0  ^  3  exa.ple,  a  fev; 

Ethlope.  When  the  Iniperlai^oroveW  S£%  rtoitT  T  T!*?  "* 
vas  found  «n  engaging  a  scholar  of  fv,.1?  at°?B,  ab°at  t0  be  asked  for,  it 
the  official  text  in  Ethio-ninn  ti-%  t-  ^Jor^a^  ^nlversity  to  interpret 
differed  from  tho  officii*  text  in^*?8  W°re  tW,?r  throe  Polata  which  it 

»-S£r« SS  iit’~ - 

#fm“i  text°  °f  *»-•  -otiooi:;  i-.^?u°rteo"^t:  ^rri^:fc* 

Delegate  (MATSUMOTO) 

view  of  tZ  pTelltTer^TiTJLT  h°^Me  *» 

Thero  are  competent  soecialW s  in  language  we  have  taken  due  care. 

W™,  while  SloveS^  is  a  aiJeo^o^T  j'  ra^dln«  *“,*ri.n  end 
In  the  Huselan  lencunae  „,o  co~^' h  f  “d  thc‘Tt  **re  special  leto 

JEStesr  nLSi^ rV*  pis° 

Se^throTflo^^ee 

No.  26  (SHIMIZU) 

Sovermenr^resen^TheXJbS  otZT,  A,°  "'““l”?  °0Vern™"t  « 

three  countries  newly  adherlnf to  tb.  Jbr  ^  ^  a'tUu4°  *111  tho 

recognition  of  this  bo^n-Sat  P°"or  !rei,ty  take  ^ 
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assisting  each  other,  although  there  mry  he  doubts  on  this  point  ro  a  legiui 
theory,  :io  doubt  can  urine  cn  it  no  an  outuel  political  prol'lja. 

Ho.  38  (FUTAEAMl) 

Since  the  honorable  minister  declares  hinself  of  the  s»r.e*-opinion 
as  far  ae  tho  interpretation  of  the  treaty  gees  I  hope  ho  viil  satisfactorily 
deal  with  the  natter  politically*  In  conclusion  I  have  a  oucsticn  to  ask 
regarding  tho  Torn  cf  concludin/j  inti rn-> tic cal  treaties,  Ktcentiy,  ,>,heu  the 
ihree  Power  Treaty  between  d  n>,va,i>3T!irny  p.r»i  Italy  wr.8  submitted  to  this 
Council  for  deliberation  only  the  fapnrese  text  ’v.s  placed  before  this 
Council  as  tho  official,  teiL  of  the  treaty,  pri  the  GerriFn  rnd  Italian  texts 
were  not  oubnitteu*  '  odry  for  r,hn  fJrct  t  vr.o  I  have  become  aware  of  its 
contents  when  these  protocols  *.  ere  placod  before  U9  for  deliberation.  Since 
I  pc  fully  avpre  of  the  circumstances  of  the  tines  I  hpve  no  intent lo  of 
disputing  about  this,  but  in  future  I  desire  that  pil  official  texts  bo 
submitted  to  this  Council  for  consideration  before  asking  for  tho  Inporial 
approval.  Among  the  offisipl  texts  of  the  protocols  submitted  to  this 
Council  for  consideration  are  Hungarian,  Honanian  and  Slovakian.  These 
languages,  unlike  German  o.ni  Italian,  arc  comprehended  by  few  persons  in 
tnis  country.  Vhat  methods  have  the  aubhoritioo  employed  to  see  that  these 
texts  agree  v'ith  the  official  Japanese  text?  To  give  an  example ,  a  few 
years  ago  thero  v>as  a  plpn  to  conclude  a  treaty  between  our  country  rud 
Ethiopa.  When  the  Imperial  approval  vac  almost  about  to  be  asked  for,  it 
VflB  found  on  engaging  a  scholar  of  tho  Imperial  University  to  interpret 
the  official  text  in  Ethiopian  that  there  wore  two  or  throe  points  on  which  it 
differed  from  the  official  text  in  our  language.  Finally,  the  draft  was  dis¬ 
carded  and  a  new  treaty  drawn  up  in  which  French  was  the  official  language. 
While  I  believe  that  in  pll  probability  much  cere  w~b  tpjken  in  comparing  the 
oflicial  texts  of  these  protocols,  I  would  like  to  know  how  this  was  done. 

Delegate  (MATSOliOTC) 

M  regards  the  natter  pointed  out  by  the  honorable  Councillor,  in 
■view  of  the  precedent  concerning  the  Ethiopian  language  we  have  taken  due  care. 
There  are  competent  specialists  in  our  country  regarding  Hungarian  and 
Eor.ip.nian  while  Slovakian  is  a  dialect  of  Eussian  and  there  v^ra  specialists 
in  the  Eussian  laam age  who  comprehended  that  language.  Therefore,  we  havo 
carefully  scrutinised  the  text,  and  lia.ve  also  inquired  of  the  German  and 
Italian  Embassies  concerning  thi3„  Thus  wo  have  taken  every  care  so  thp.t 
there  night  be  no  discrepancy  between  these  texts  and  the  official  Japanese 
text. 

No.  26  (SHIMIZU) 

When  will  Geman;'-  and  Italy  reco/;ni ze  the  Hanking  Government  as  the 
Government  representing  the  Serublic  of  China.'/  Also,  "hat  attitude  will  the 
three  countries  newly  adhering  to  the  Throe  Po'-'er  Treaty  take  regarding  the 
recognition  of  this  Government. 
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Ho.  9  (MATSUOKA) 

^he  Imperial  '.{r*)p?>>3»  Gov  erne cnt  had  air endy  dlscucsed  tho  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  Nfcakinj  nth  Gerunn  and  Italy  before  our 

recognition  of  this  Govjrnaervt.  Italy  ra  rjrrparod  to  recognize  this 
Qcvernnent  immediately  end  I  epoect  that  following  this,  Germany  and  the 
other  three  countries  eohc?rnsd  in  tho  -rotocolo  under  consideration  will 
extend  recognition  also.  .’-ever,  in  regard  to  tho  Italian  Government , ps 
it  is  desirable  that  tho  Iriperipi  Jrp'mesa  Ambassador  be  the  doyor  of  the 
^-iplocf^ic  corps  accredited  ro  tr.o  nvj  tcrcruimir*.,  ve  asked  the  Italian 
Government  to  extend  recognition  After  (  ?r  aO,,B'i(i4or  had  presented  his 
crodontialo,  and  obtained  thoir  urL-nr.  tailing  regarding  this.  Also,  as  for 
the  tine  the  German  (tarwraont  v  \11  .xturd  recognition.  tAere  is  a  delicate 
problon.  That  is  to  soy,  the  Jantv’.r.l  .  ip.j-pje  Government  has  net  yet  given 
vp  its  hope  of  reaiitin^.  an  aU-ouv  t  33,  0  1  r.  Ofclrju  For  this,  it  is  all  the 
nore  necessary  to  asl:  for  Goi.j^n  r.ir.  sir.Mi  or.  the  side  lir.03.  3ut  if  the 
Gernan  Govermer.t  should  reeo yr.l cs  bln  ro-  Ccrr*rrueat  it  will  naturally  mean 
the  severance  of  ties  with  the  Chungking  Goveri.iiant  and  will  only  bring 
about  inconveniences.  However,  I  aa  cm  Widest  ohat  the  Gemen  Goverhment 
will  rocognize  tho  Now  Gwernnent  any  time  our  Government  requires. 

No.  35  (FUKAl) 


Recently  a  vor  has  broken  out  between  Italy  and  Greece.  Concerning 
this  have  there  been  a.ny  negotiations  betv'eon  our  Gover.nnent  and  the  Italian 
Government  regarding  the  application  of  the  Three  Power  Treaty? 

No.  9  (MAT3U0KA) 


To  date  there  have  been  no  negotiations  between  Jooen  and  Italv 
regarding  the  application  of  Article  3  of  the  Three  Power  Treaty.  I  consider 
that  even  in  future  neither  Goimnny  nor  Italy  will  demand  action  by  Japan 
under  the  interpretation  that  they  have  been  attacked  by  Greece. 

No.  22  (ISHII) 


According  to  the  explanation  of  the  Foreign  Office  authorities, 

Hungary  commenced  negotiations  with  Germany  herself  because  she  desirod  to 
Join  the  J> \.pan—  Ge many—  Italy  Throe  Power  Treaty,  and  our  country  agreed  to 
this  through  the  good  offices  of  Germany,  But  as^reorards  Romania  and 
Slovakia,  Germany  urged  their  adherence  end  openod  negotiations  with  the 
I.’iperial  Japaneoe  OjvverciDent •  Moreover,  the  Gorr.v*.n  Government  desired  a 
op  cod;/  realization  of  this-  so  that  the  Imperial  Japanese  Government  ,ros  unable 
to  take  the  proper  steps  and  finally  concluded  the  protocols  now  under  dis¬ 
cussion  by  an  aLstBteXSL&USk*  To  begin  with,  the  Throe  Power  Treaty  was 
concluded  by  the  three  Great  Powers  of  the  world,  as  as  far  as  the  Imperial 
Japanese  Government  is  concerned,  there  should  be  no  reason  for  such  undue 
haste  in  causing  these  second  rate  powers  to  join  the  Treaty.  Furthermore, 
oach  of  the  treaties  now  un-'or  consideration  pro  treaties  whoso  conclusion  con¬ 
tains  tho  danger  cf  staking  our  national  fate.  Thoroforo,  I  consider  that 
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th08o  trestles  are  not  ou  h  as  shoul i  'jo  welcomed  by  our  govornmor.t.  is 
for  Romania,  she  has  a  dispute  of  r.t'Xy  years  standing  with  Russia  ovor 
Pcasarnlla.  Should.  ir»cidc.:.*s  arise  fvon  this*  there  Is  fear  that,  depending 
on  developments,  our  counrvy  nay  boor  J  he  obligation  of  goi  g  to  war  for 
that  country.  Moreover  our  country  h*\3  no  hopo  of  receiving  any  assistance 
from  Romania.  Germany  also,  be -Mote  c;  her  relationship  to  the  Soviet 
Union  will  be  in  the  position  oflpoklrtg  cn  with  folded  arms,  In  regard 
to  this,  thero  is  something  *  would  like  to  know.  V.hy  did  Germany  drag 
alsng  those  snail  week  covnrri.o  a  if.  whr.tio  the  reason  for  having  been  in 
ouch  haste  that  the  Iv^jer.  al  •  apr  r.coo  uo^amnont  was  even  unable  to  take 
the  proper  steps  in  signing  tie  protc.'hl-s  wirh  these  countries?  Also,  what 
led  the  Government  to  agree  to  tie  t  re  -  .•'•a  under  consideration,  in  which 
an  occasion  will  arise  wheroin  Gemcny  v:.ll  n:t  bear  uny  obligations  but  our 
country  will. 

Ho.  9  (KATSUOKA) 

Ho  diplomatic  relations  in  Europe  at  the  present  moment  are  bo 
complicated  and  so  delicate  as  thoso  between  several  powers  such  as  Germany, 
Italy,  Soviet  Russia,  Great  -Titian  and  others  in  the  Balkan  Penin-ula. 

GERMANY  end  ITALY  are  endeavoring  to  strengthen  their  position  in  the  said 
peninsula  to  the  greatest  possible  extent  for  convenience  of  carrying  out 
their  war  with  GREAT  BRITIAH  and  fron  the  necoeoity  ot  maintaining  friendly 
relations  with,  and  at  the  sore  tine,  rendoring  a  menace  to  SOVIET  RUSSIA. 

In  taking  necessary  steps  for  the  nuroose  the  German  authorities  concerned 
are  most  fearful  of  the  divulgence  of  the  secret.  If  these  protocols  should 
leak  out  before  sending,  the  object  in  vi  .v  could  never  be  attained,  which 
circumstances  explain  their  hasce  in  concluding  the  agreements.  How  in  view 
of  the  circumstances  that  havo  led  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Three  Power 
Alliance,  and  of  the  existing  international  situation,  this  Empire  ought 
to  agree  to  the  enhancement  to  any  extent  of  GERMANY*  s  position  in  the  Balkan 
Peninsula,  for  one  of  the  objectives  of  the  3-Povrer  Alliance  lies  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  alliance  in  order  to  adjust  Russo— Japanese  relations.  While 
it  is  necessary  to  intensify  tie  close  relations  between  GERMANY  and  SOVIET 
RUSSIA  based  on  the  interests  of  the  two  powers.  I  deem  it  a  good  policy  to 
aggrandize  the  German  nenance  to  SOVIET  .RUSSIA  availing  ourselveB  of  the 
situation  to  regulate  our  relatione  with  SOVIET  RUSSIA,  seeing  that  SOVIET 
RUSSIA  does  not  find  any  menanc9  in  JATAN  end  is  inclined  to  reject  the 
adjustment  of  Ru3so~J apexes  a  relations  Prom  thi3  point  of  view  the  Government 
has  agreed  to  the  proposal  in  question  from  a  conviction  that  it  will  be 
favorable  to  our  diplomacy,  It  s sen's  that  GERMANY  intends  to  include  ITALY 
as  well  as  the  BAUC4U  states  'dthin  her  sphere  of  influence,  and  to  besiege 
TURKEY  diplomatically  ir.  order  to  tike  ultimate  contrd  of  her.  thereby 
obviating  the  danger  of  her  entry  into  the  war.  It  i6  not  without  reason 
that  GERMANY  should  request  J.aTaII  hei/?lAi$  quick  in  taking  action  in 
connection  with  the  natter.  Considering  it  necessary  for  the  improvement 
of  our  international  position,  especially  In  Rusco--Jappjiese  relatihns,  we 
havo  taken  the  said  exceptional  action.  I  hone  you  will  understand  these 
d  rcumstances. 
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President  (UARA) 

Ac  there  are  no  otnar  opinions  cxoroaced,  wo  ohall  immediately  vote 
on  the  natter.  All  those  in  favor  of  the  iter.  6  under  consideration,  please 
rloe. 


(All  arise) 


President  (KARA) 

The  itesas  have  been  pr\83ed  by  a  unrninoun  vote. 

(Nine  pages  omitted) 

(Trpnilf tor* s  Hotel  The  discussion  of  M.er.o  4-  A  {i,  Pcvislor.  of  the  Ceremonial 
am1- Special  Apr  ointment  of  f  snip  ^  of  the  ■  'one  ?fi*n\'s'Ery.~Ki:e  onT£Yed  as 
they  are  purely  a  natter  of  lorn  ?uid  have  no  bearing  on  the  present  case.) 


President  (HARA) 

The  meeting  stands  adjourned. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  Leaves. 


Meeting  Closed  at  11150  A.M. 


President* 

Chief  of  Secretary? 

Secretaries: 


Yoshlmichl  HAL A 
Sueo  F'.TIl 
lumen  lIOHOFiSHT 
Hasani  TAICATSUOI 


(Signature) 

n 

n 

it 
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v.  r.  c.  Po. _ 

I.  P.  S.  'Jo.  138f 


Statement  of  Source  and  Authenticity 

I,  Shuzo  Jir.bo  hereby  certify  that  I  am  officially  connected  with  the 
Japanese  Government  in  the  following  cepa-city:  Secretary  to  the  Presiden* 
of  the  Privy  Council  and  that  ao  tuch  official  I  have  custody  of  the 

document  hereto  attached  collating  of _ cages ,  dated  18  Dec.  1940, 

and  described  an  follos-s:  Privy  Council  Proceedings  "Recognition  of 
Protocol  in  Entrance  of  Hungary  ltoumrnip,  and  Slavokia  in  Tri-^artite 
Pact".  I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is 
an  official  document  of  the  Japanese  Sovo~nnant,  and  that  it  is  part 
of  the  official  archives  end  fil-'S  of  the  following  ministry  or  depart¬ 
ment  (specifying  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or  any  other 
official  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the  document  in  the 
archives  or  files):  Privy  Council  ir.  Palace  ground. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  or.  this 
4th  dav  of  September,  ln46 

Witness:  Kiichi,  Choeokabe 


/s /  Shuzo  Jimbo _ 

Signature  of  Official 

SFAL 


Official  Capacity 
Statement  of  Official  Procurement 

I,  Ddwnrd  ?.  Monaghan,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associeted  with 
the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied 
Pov'evs ,  and  that  the  abovo  described  document  was  obtained  by  me 
from  the  above  sic-.-ned  official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the 
conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Sirnod  a.t  Tokyo  on  this 
4th  do,r  of  Sept,  1946 

Witness:  /e/  J.  A.  Curtis 
2d  Lt.  M.  I. 


Edward  73 .  Monaghan 
NAME 

_ Investigator,  IPS _ 

Official  Capacity 
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